
Guidance 

Overview 

The Better Care Fund (BCF) quarterly reporting requirement is set out in the BCF Planning Requirements for 2017-19 which supports the aims of the 

Integration and BCF Policy Framework and the BCF programme jointly led and developed by the national partners Department of Health (DHSC), Ministry 

for Housing, Communities and Local Government (MHCLG), NHS England (NHSE), Local Government Association (LGA), working with the Association of 

Directors of Adult Social Services (ADASS). 

The key purposes of the BCF quarterly reporting are: 

1) To confirm the status of continued compliance against the requirements of the fund (BCF) 

2) To provide information from local areas on challenges, achievements and support needs in progressing integration and the delivery of BCF plans 

3) To foster shared learning from local practice on integration and delivery of BCF plans 

4) To enable the use of this information for national partners to inform future direction and for local areas to inform delivery improvements 

BCF quarterly reporting is likely to be used by local areas, alongside any other information to help inform HWBs on progress on integration and the BCF. It 

is also intended to inform BCF national partners as well as those responsible for delivering the BCF plans at a local level (including clinical commissioning 

groups, local authorities and service providers) for the purposes noted above. 

BCF quarterly reports are submitted by local areas are required to be signed off by HWBs as the accountable governance body for the BCF locally and these 

reports are therefore part of the official suite of HWB documents. 

The BCF quarterly reports in aggregated form will be shared with local areas prior to publication in order to support the aforementioned purposes of BCF 

reporting. In relation to this, the Better Care Support Team (BCST) will make the aggregated BCF quarterly reporting information in entirety available to 

local areas in a closed forum on the Better Care Exchange (BCE) prior to publication. 

For 2018-19, reporting on the additional iBCF Grant (from the funding announced in the 2017 Spring Budget) is included in the BCF quarterly reporting as a 

combined template to streamline the reporting requirements placed on local systems. The BCST along with NHSE hosted information infrastructure will be 

collecting and aggregating the iBCF information and providing it to MHCLG. Although collected together, BCF and iBCF information will be reported and 

published separately. MHCLG aim to publish the additional iBCF information in 2018-19. 

Note on entering Information into this template 

Throughout the template, cells which are open for input have a yellow background and those that are pre-populated have a grey background, as below: 

Data needs inputting in the cell 

Pre-populated cells 

Note on viewing the sheets optimally 

To more optimally view each of the sheets and in particular the drop down lists clearly on screen, please change the zoom level between 90% - 100%. Most 

drop downs are also available to view as lists within the relevant sheet or in the guidance tab for readability if required. 

The details of each sheet within the template are outlined below. 

Checklist 

1. This sheet helps identify the data fields that have not been completed. All fields that appear as incomplete should be complete before sending to the 

Better Care Support Team. 

2. It is sectioned out by sheet name and contains the description of the information required, cell reference for the question and the 'checker' column 

which updates automatically as questions within each sheet are completed. 

3. The checker column will appear "Red" and contain the word "No" if the information has not been completed. Clicking on the corresponding "Cell 

Reference" column will link to the incomplete cell for completion. Once completed the checker column will change to "Green" and contain the word "Yes" 

4. The 'sheet completed' cell will update when all 'checker' values for the sheet are green containing the word 'Yes'. 

5. Once the checker column contains all cells marked 'Yes' the 'Incomplete Template' cell (below the title) will change to 'Complete Template'. 

6. Please ensure that all boxes on the checklist tab are green before submission. 

1. Cover 

1. The cover sheet provides essential information on the area for which the template is being completed, contacts and sign off. 

2. Question completion tracks the number of questions that have been completed; when all the questions in each section of the template have been 

completed the cell will turn green. Only when all cells are green should the template be sent to england.bettercaresupport@nhs.net 
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